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1. Apparatus fd>r inhibiting the theft of portable 
equipment having an external wall provided with a specially 
designed slot having preselected dimensions wherein the 
external wall has an irumr surface, comprising: 

an attachment nechanism including means for attaching 
a flexible securing device to said attachment mechanism; 

means, attachable to said attachment mechanism, for 
engaging the slot to secure said attachment mechanism proximate 
the external wall; and 

a flexible securing device to be secured to an object 
external to the equipment : an& adapted to be secured to said 
attaching means of said: attachment mechanism, wherein 
attachment of the equApmirtu to said object inhibits theft of 
the equipment. 



2* An a 
flexible securing 




up (as claimed in claim 1 wherein said 
cable. 



3. An apparatus as claimed in claim 2 wherein said 



cable dead ends into and 
mechanism. 



is permanently fixed to the attachment 



4. An apparatus as claimed in claim 2 wherein said 
attachment mechanism includes a base portion and an attachment 



member connected to said 
having an aperture sized 
the aperture. 



5. An apparatus 
attachment member is hinjably 



base portion, said attachment member 
to permit said cable to pass through 



as claimed in claim 4 wherein said 
connected to said base portion, 
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6. An apparatus as claimed in claim 5 further 
including a screw for engaging with an aperture in said base 
portion of the attachment mechanism, said slot being sized to 
engage with said screw,/ wherein said attachment member being 
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directly couplable to s fetid external wall by inserting said 
screw through said aperture and into said slot. 



7. An apparatus 
attachment mechanism 
said aperture being si 
the aperture. 



in eludes 



z<id 



as claimed in claim 2 wherein said 

a housing having an aperture, 
to permit said cable to pass through 



8. An apparatus as claimed in claim 7 wherein said 
10 engaging means includes an engagement member having peripheral 
dimensions, the peripheral dimensions of the engagement member 
conforming closely to the dimensions of the slot, said 

le between a first position in 
is insertable into said slot and a 
engagement member engages said 
nal wall within said slot. 



engagement member being 
which said engagement 
second position in 
inner surface of sai 



9. An app! 



to the first portion and 




claimed in claim 8 wherein said 
engaging means further ihcludes a spindle having a first 
portion rotatably mounte(l within said housing and a shaft fixed 

extending outwardly from the housing, 



said engagement member baing integral with the shaft at a 



distal end of the shaft, 



10. An apparatus 
including means for 
said engagement member is 



so that in the first position of the 



engagement member said engagement member is insertable into the 
25 slot, said spindle being rotatable 90 degrees to position said 
engagement member in said second position so that said 
engagement member is misaligned with the slot and engages the 
inner surface of the external wall. 



preve nting 



as claimed in claim 9 further 

rotation of said housing when 
in said second position. 



11. An apparatus 
means for preventing 
from a lower end of the 
dimension, the cross- 
and the shaft of the s 



as claimed in claim 10 wherein said 
includes abutment means emanating 
tjousing having a cross-sectional 

dimension of the abutment means 
piddle in combination conforming closely 



rotation 



sect ional 
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to the dimensions of the slot, said abutment means and said 
shaft being insertable in ;o the slot in said first position 
with the engagement membe:: aligned with the abutment means, 
said spindle being rotatable 90 degrees to said second position 
in which said engagement member is misaligned with said slot 
and said abutment means ard the shaft occupy the slot* 

12. An apparatus as claimed in claim 11 further 
including means for retaining said engagement member in said 
second position, said means for retaining said engagement 
member in said second position comprising a locking element 
including a locking mechan Lsm/^ntegral with said first portion 




Lth the housing, and a key 
the locking mechanism to prevent 



of the spindle and engagab 
adapted to selectably ac 
rotation of the spindle, 

13* An appafratu^ ad claimed in claim 11 further 
including means for i^e£ain;Lng said engagement member in said 
second position, said means for retaining said engagement 
member in said second position comprising a transverse aperture 
in said housing, said first portion of said spindle including 
an aperture aligned with the aperture in the housing when the 

.d second position, said flexible 
extend through both the aperture in 
the housing and the aperture in the spindle to prevent rotation 
of the spindle, 



engagement member is in sa:. 
securing device adapted to 



14 . Apparatus for inhibiting theft of portable 
equipment having an external wall provided with a specially 
designed slot having preselected dimensions wherein said 
external wall has an inner surface and an outer surface, 
comprising: 

an attachment mechanism including means for attaching 
a flexible securing device to said attachment mechanism; 

means, attachable to said attachment mechanism, for 
engaging the slot to secure said attachment mechanism proximate 
the external wall, said engaging means having first and second 
engagement portions being mbvable between a first position in 




which said engagement port 
and a second position in which 
said inner surface of said 
and 

a flexible securing 
external to the equipment 
attaching means of said 
attachment of the equipment 
the equipment. 
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ipns are insertable within said slot 
said engagement portions engage 
External wall proximate said slot; 



device to be secured to an object 
adapted to be secured to said 
mechanism , wherein 
to said object inhibits theft of 



ar d 



atta chment 



15. An apparatus as claimed in claim 14 wherein said 



flexible securing device is 



16. An apparatus y^fe 
attachment mechanism incliide ; 



means includes a transverse 
permit said cable to pasi 
the cable. 




17. An apparatus as 
engaging means is integrally 



18. An apparatus as 
engaging means is injection njolded. 



Laimed in claim 15 wherein said 
housing and said attachment 
e:rture in said housing sized to 
4rel:hrough to secure the housing to 



claimed in claim 16 wherein said 
attached to said housing. 

claimed in claim 17 wherein said 



claimed in claim 17 wherein said 
resilient plastic material. 



19. An apparatus as 
engaging means is made from £ 

20. An apparatus as \ claimed in claim 17 wherein said 
engaging means further comprises a shaft integrally attached to 
a lower end of said housing cmd a base portion connected to 
said shaft, a length of said shaft being substantially equal to 
a thickness of the external *all, said first and second 
engagement portions comprising first and second, inwardly 
angled side walls located oJ opposite sides of said base 
portion, said side walls beijng bendable to said first position 
so that said base portion arid said shaft are insertable into 
said slot, said side walls being spreadable back to said second 
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position so that said basfe portion engages said inner surface 
of said external wall proximate said slot and the shaft 
occupies the slot. 

21. An apparatus as claimed in claim 16 wherein said 
housing further includes k first, open end sized to slidably 
receive said engaging mea^is therein, said opening extending to 
a second, closed end. 



22. An apparatus! as claimed in claim 21 wherein said 
engaging means further corner i^j^ an engagement member including 
an upper portion having an [^petfture and first and second, 



spaced apart engagement 
said first and second e 
connected to said enga 
a length of the arms e 
member is completely r 



emen 
ter^kl 
re i vi id 



arms being bendable to said 



nnected to said upper portion, 
fant portions being integrally 
arms at a distal end of the arms, 
the housing when said engagement 
' in the housing being 



substantially equal to a thickness of the external wall, said 



first position in which said 



engagement portions and said arms external said housing are 
insertable within said slot, said arms spreading out to said 
second position wherein saic engagement portions engage said 
inner surface of the wall ard said arms occupy the slot. 

23. An apparatus as claimed in claim 21 wherein said 
engaging means further comprises an engagement member having 
first and second, spaced ap< rt engagement arms connected at a 
proximal end of the engagement member and defining a cable 
clearance space between the arms sized to permit said cable to 
pass therethrough, said firsrt and second engagement portions 



being integrally connected 
end of the arms, a length o 



^o said engagement arms at a distal 
the arms external the housing when 
said engagement member is campletely received in the housing 
being substantially equal to a thickness of the external wall, 

said first position in which said 



said arms being bendable to 



engagement portions and said arms external said housing are 
insertable within said slot!, said arms spreading out to said 
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second position wherein said engagement portions engage said 
inner surface of the wall and said arms occupy the slot. 



24. An apparatus 
engaging means further inc 
with said upper portion of 
upper end of said aperture 
cable when said cable is 
aperture in the housing anc. 
of the engagement member w 
within said housing to 
member . 



as claimed in claim 22 wherein said 
udes an abutment surface integral 
the engagement member proximate an 
said abutment surface engaging said 
inserted through both the transverse 
the aperture in the upper portion 
th said engagement member completely 
laid housing to said engagement 



25. An appara 
including an abutment gtirfa 
engagement member for 
member is completely 
housing and said cable is i 
aperture in the housing and 
the arms to secure said 




27. An apparatus 
housing further includes a 
sized to receive a screw 



28. An apparatus 



claimed in claim 23 further 
at the proximal end of said 
ing said cable when said engagement 

within said open end of the 
nserted through both the transverse 
the cable clearance space between 
housing to said engagement member. 



as claimed in claim 16 wherein said 
bottom end having a threaded hole 



tt er ethr ough , 



as claimed in claim 27 wherein said 



engaging means further includes an engagement member having an 
upper portion including an aperture sized to allow said screw 
to pass therethrough and first and second, spaced apart 
engagement arms fixed to s«Lid upper portion defining a 
clearance space between th4 arms coupled to said aperture, a 
length of the arms being substantially equal to a thickness of 
the external wall, said fifrst and second engagement portions 
being connected to the arJs at a distal end of the arms, said 
engagement arms and said fiirst and second engagement portions 
being insertable into said slot in said first position, said 
arms being spreadable to iaid second position upon insertion of 
said screw through said h^le in the housing, said aperture in 
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the upper portion of the encfaging means and said clearance 
space, wherein said engagement portions engage said inner 



to secure the housing proximate 



surface of the external wal 
the wall. 

29. An apparatus as claimed in claim 15 wherein said 
attachment mechanism includes an attachment member having an 
upper portion and a base portion connected to said upper 
portion, said attaching means including an aperture in said 
upper portion sized to pern it said cable to pass therethrough. 



claimed in claim 29 further 
a transverse aperture through top 
ouslng sized to permit said upper 
mekber to pass therethrough, said 

opening in a first end wall 
ed| apart closed end wall, said 
y receive said engaging means 



30. An apparatus 
including a housing havin 
and bottom walls of said 
portion of said attachment 
housing further including 
extending to a Seconal, spa y 
opening being sized 
therein. 

31. An apparatus as claimed in claim 30 wherein said 
engaging means further comprises an engagement member having 
first and second, spaced apart engagement arms connected to a 
transverse member at a pro:cimal end of the arms and defining a 
clearance space between said engagement arms and said 
transverse member adapted :o permit said first portion of said 
attachment member to pass therethrough, said engagement 
portions being connected to said arms at a distal end of the 
arms, a length of the arms external the housing being 
substantially equal to a thickness of the external wall when 
said engagement member is completely received within said 
housing and said transversa member abuts said closed end of the 
housing, said arms being bfendable to said first position in 
which said engagement portions and said arms are insertable 
within said slot, said arris spreading out to said second 
position wherein said engagement portions engage said inner 
surface of the wall and sjid arms occupy the slot. 
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32. An apparatus as claimed in claim 31 further 
including an abutment surfaofe at a lower end of said transverse 
member for engaging with said first portion of the attachment 
member when said transverse /member abuts said closed end of the 
housing and said first portion of said attachment member is 
inserted through said apertjire in the housing and within said 
clearance space to thereby ^ecure said engagement member to the 
attachment member. 

33. Apparatus for inhibiting theft of portable 
equipment having an external wall provided with a specially 
designed generally rectangular slot having preselected 
dimensions wherein said ext erjjaff wall has an inner surface, 
comprising: 

an attachment me^han 
for attaching a flexible' s&cur 

means , attachable 
slot to secure said housing 
including an engagement meijJaer 
said engaging means b 



t0 



sm including a housing and means 
ng device to said housing; 
said housing, for engaging the 



^proximate the external wall 

having peripheral dimensions, 



rotatable between a first position in 
which said engagement member is insertable within said slot and 
a second position in which said engagement member engages said 
inner surface of said external wall within said slot; 

means for preventing rotation of said housing when 
said engagement member is in said second position; 

means for retaining said engagement member in said 
second position; and 

a flexible securing device to be secured to an object 
external to the equipment and adapted to be secured to said 
attaching means of said housing, wherein attachment of the 
equipment to said object iniibits theft of the equipment. 

34. An apparatus ks claimed in claim 33 wherein said 
flexible securing device is a cable. 



35. An apparatus 
attaching means includes an 
permit said cable to pass 



as claimed in claim 34 wherein said 
aperture in said housing sized to 
ttherethrough . 
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36. An apparatus as claimed in claim 35 wherein said 
engaging means is integrally attached to a lower portion of 
said housing. 

37. An apparatus as claimed in claim 36 wherein said 
engaging means further comprises a shaft, said engagement 
member being integral with s;aid shaft at a distal end of the 
shaft, a length of the shaft being substantially equal to a 
thickness of the external wall, the peripheral dimensions of 
the engagement member conforming closely to the internal 
dimensions of the slot so that in said first position said 
engagement member and said shaft are insertable into the slot, 
said housing being rotatablej ^O^egrees to position said 




engagement member in said 
engagement member is misa 
engagement member engag 
wall and said shaft oc 

38. An appa 
means for preventing r 
threadably engagable with a 
of said housing proximate 
external the housing being 
of the external wall, the 
screw external the housing 
conforming to the dimensions 
engagement member is in said 
insertable through said houss 
said shaft to a position in 
housing and said shaft 



position wherein said 
with the slot so that said 

er surface of the external 
ortion of said slot. 



said 



occupy 



aimed in claim 37 wherein said 
f said housing includes a screw 
thread hole formed in a lower end 
shaft, a length of the screw 
i substantially equal to a thickness 

-sectional dimensions of the 
and the shaft in combination closely 
of the slot so that when the 
second position, the screw is 
ing and into the slot proximate 
which said screw external the 
said slot. 



39. An apparatus a 
means for retaining said 
position includes a screw 
hole formed in a lower end 
shaft, the length of the scr 
substantially equal to the 
cross-sectional dimensions 



s claimed in claim 37 wherein said 
lent member in said second 
threadably engagable with a thread 
said housing proximate said 
ew external the housing being 
tjhickness of the external wall, the 
the screw external the housing 



cf 



cf 



and the shaft in combination closely conforming to the 
dimensions of the slot so tjhat when the engagement member is in 
said second position, the dcrew is insertable through said 
housing and into the slot proximate said shaft to a position in 
which said screw external i^he housing and said shaft occupy 
said slot. 



rotation 



porl:ion 



the 



40. An apparatus 
means for preventing 
spindle having a first 
housing and a spindle arm 
extending outwardly from 
length of the arm external 
equal to the thickness of 
sectional dimensions of 
closely conforming to tttfe 
said engagement member' is 
said arm is insertable intc 
said arm and said sh 



as claimed in claim 37 wherein said 
of said housing includes a 
rotatably mountable within the 
fixed to the first portion and 

housing proximate said shaft , a 
the housing being substantially 
ternal wall, the cross- 
shaft and the arm in combination 
imynsions of the slot so that when 
positioned in said second position, 
/saLd slot to a position in which 
upy said slot. 



41. An apparatus as <±laimed in claim 40 wherein said 
means for retaining said engagement member in said second 
position includes an aperture formed through said first portion 
of said spindle, said spindle being rotatable within said 
housing to a position in which said aperture in said first 
portion is aligned with sa:.d aperture in the housing, said 
cable being adapted to extend through both said aperture in the 
housing and said aperture n the first portion of the spindle 
so that said spindle is rigidly fixed to said housing to 
prevent rotation of said spindle relative to said housing. 

42. An apparatus as claimed in claim 35 wherein said 
engaging means further comprises a spindle having a first 
portion and a shaft fixed Jo the first portion, said engagement 
member being integral with said shaft at a distal end of the 
shaft, a length of the shaft being substantially equal to a 
thickness of the external iall, the peripheral dimensions of 
the engagement member confirming closely to the internal 




* 
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dimensions of the slot so tj&at in said first position said 
engagement member and said i shaft are insertable into the slot, 
said spindle being rotatabl s 90 degrees to position said 
engagement member in said second position wherein said 
engagement member is misaligned with the slot so that said 
engagement member engages the inner surface of the external 
wall and said shaft occupies a portion of said slot. 
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43. An apparatus As claimed in claim 42 wherein said 
means for preventing rotati£n„of said housing includes abutment 



means emanating from a 
further including a spin 
means and extending to/a 
cross-sectional dime 
of the spindle in c 
dimensions of the s 




and of the housing, said housing 
Spening intermediate said abutment 
sed upper end of said housing, the 
:f the abutment means and the shaft 
Lcn closely conforming to the 

abutment means being insertable 
into the slot and the^spinile being receivable in the opening 
in the housing when said engagement member is in said second 
position, the abutment means and the shaft of the spindle 
occupying the slot to prevent rotation of the housing. 

44. An apparatus as claimed in claim 43 wherein said 
means for retaining said engagement member in said second 
position includes an aperlure formed through said first portion 
of the spindle, said spindle being slidably received within the 
opening in said housing i:» said second position of the 
engagement member so that said aperture of the first portion of 
the spindle is aligned wi :h the aperture in the housing, said 
cable being adapted to extend through both said aperture in the 
housing and the aperture kn the first portion of the spindle to 
rigidly fix said spindle jto said housing to prevent rotation of 
said spindle relative to /said^fiousing. 

45. An apparatus as claimed in claim 44 further 
n&lud ing at le ast-one-spring mounted to said lower end of the 



jU2£j-L 

k&vtsi 



ing - 



46. An apparatus 
first portion of said 
housing with said shaft 
the housing , a length of th< 
approximately equal to a th; 



spindl 



exti 



claimed in claim 42 wherein said 
is rotatably mounted within said 
iding outwardly from a lower end of 
shaft external the housing being 
ckness of the external wall. 



as 



47. An apparatus 
means for preventing rotation 
means emanating from a low$r 
opposite sides of the shafl 
the abutment means and the/ 
conforming closely to the 
the abutment means being 
engagement member aligned 
position, said spindle 
second position in whi 
with said slot and th 
slot. 



claimed in claim 46 wherein said 
of said housing includes abutment 
end of the housing located on 
the cross-sectional dimension of 
shaft of the spindle in combination 
intensions of the slot, the shaft and 
r table into the slot with said 
*V/ he abutment means in said first 
tfotatable 90 degrees to said 
^engagement member is misaligned 
it means and the shaft occupy the 



ith. 



mg 
>aid 



48. An appWx^tiis asj claimed in claim 47 wherein said 
means for retaining said engagement member in said second 
position includes an apeJrturi in said first portion of said 
spindle, said aperture of the first portion of the spindle 
being aligned with the ajperture in the housing in said second 
position of the engagement member, said cable being adapted to 
extend through both the I aperture in the housing and the 
aperture in the first pirtion of the spindle to thereby affix 
said spindle to said holising to prevent rotation of said 
spindle relative to saiid housing. 

49. An apparatus as claimed in claim 48 further 
including a spring mouAted to a lower portion of said spindle 
for engaging with said I lower end of the housing. 

50. An apparatus as claimed in claim 46 wherein said 
means for preventing Rotation of said housing includes first 
and second pins mountfed on opposite sides of said slot and 
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engagable with first and sefcond pin holes in said lower end of 
said housing located on oppjosite sides of said shaft. 



51. An apparatus as claimed in claim 50 wherein said 
means for retaining said engagement member in said second 
position includes an aperture formed through said first portion 
of said spindle, said aper :ure of the first portion of the 

the aperture in the housing when 
Ln said second position, said cable 
being adapted to extend through the aperture in the housing and 
the aperture in the f irst^pdrtion of the spindle to thereby 
affix said spindle to sa£q hcflxsing to prevent rotation of said 



spindle being aligned with 
said engagement member is 



spindle relative to 

52. An ap; 
engaging means fur 
of said first port 

53. A method 




preselected dimensions in 
providing an att 



fing. 

claimed in claim 48 wherein said 

a spring mounted to a lower end 
>indle. 

Lbiting theft of equipment such 



as a personal computer including the steps of; 

providing a specially designed slot having 



an external wall of said equipment; 
:achment mechanism having means for 
attaching a flexible securing device to said attachment 
mechanism; 

providing means c ttachable to said attachment 
mechanism for engaging witfc said slot to secure said attachment 
mechanism proximate the external wall; and 

- attaching a flexible securing device to both said 
attachment mechanism and tc an object external the equipment 
wherein the attachment of tjhe flexible securing device to the 
attachment mechanism inhib/ts theft of the equipment. 



An apparatj 
equipment having an extei 
designed generally recj 
dimensions wh^reirffsaid 
compris; 



or inhibiting 



of portable 
with a speciality 
ot having preselected 
Srnal wall has an inner surface, 
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a base unit;; 

a remote unit including means for engaging the slot 
to secure said remote unit proximate to the ^pat^ernal wall and 
including an indicator; and 

means , electrically vdbup^etT to said base unit and to 
said remote unit, for detect^u^when said base unit and said 
remote unit have been mov^yaf^lrt from each other beyond a 
particular distance, s^id detecting means activating said 
indicator when sai^ase ui|itan^^id remote unit have been 
moved apart beypiid said particular distance. 



15 



comprises 



>5. The apparatus of claim 54 wherein said indicator 
a self -powered siren. 
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